Tracy Witte 1


September 2008

CURRICULUM VITAE

Name:



Tracy K. Witte

Address:


Department of Psychology





Florida State University





P.O. Box 3064301





Tallahassee, FL 32306-4301

E-mail:



witte@psy.fsu.edu
Place of Birth:


Cincinnati, Ohio

Citizenship:


United States of America

Education

2006-present


Florida State University, Doctoral candidate





Major field: Clinical Psychology





Major Professor: Thomas Joiner, Ph.D.

Title of dissertation (prospectus defended 1/31/2007): Impulsivity, Affective Lability, and Affective Intensity: Personality Traits that May Confer Risk for Suicidal Behavior  

2004-2006 Florida State University, Masters of Science 

Major field: Clinical Psychology

Major Professor: Thomas Joiner, Ph.D.

Title of thesis (defended 2/23/2006): A test of Joiner’s theory: The relationship between pain exposure, thwarted belongingness, and suicide completion

2000-2004 The Ohio State University, Bachelors of Science, Summa Cum Laude, With Distinction in Psychology

Major Field: Psychology

Honors Thesis Advisor: Norman B. Schmidt, Ph.D.

Title of thesis: Longitudinal course of suicidal ideation and its correlates among college-aged youth

Grants and Fellowships

2006-2009

Studies on the Acquired Ability for Suicide

1 F31 MH077386-01

NIMH

Witte (PI)


Priority Score: 142



Percentile: 3rd


Total Costs: $105,456.24

Sponsor: Thomas E. Joiner, Jr., Ph.D. 

Description: This is a training grant that includes research projects and interaction with other scientists in the field of suicide research, with the goal of testing Joiner’s interpersonal psychological theory of attempted and completed suicide. 

2006
Travel Grant to attend Summer Suicide Research Institute on Suicide Prevention, University of Rochester Medical Center, ~$1500

2005
Travel Grant to attend Workshop on Multilevel Modeling in Mplus, Johns Hopkins University, $500

Society for Public Health Education and Centers for Disease Control Violence Prevention Fellowship, $1500

2004
Presidential University Research Fellowship, Florida State University, $20,000

Honors and Awards
2007
FSU Psychology Department competition for best written case report, 2nd prize, $250

2004

Graduation with Distinction in Psychology from The Ohio State University

Highest GPA at Ohio State University Spring Commencement (one of eight students with a 4.0 GPA out of 4,900 graduating seniors)

2000-2004
Tradition Scholarship, The Ohio State University


Ohio Board of Regents Academic Scholarship, The Ohio Board of Regents


Member of The Ohio State University Honor’s Program


Dean’s List at The Ohio State University all quarters enrolled

2003
Colleges of the Arts and Sciences Undergraduate Research Scholarship, The Ohio State University, $5000

Frederick Y. Billingslea Research Scholarship, The Ohio State University, $2000


The Ohio State University Arts and Sciences Award for Excellence in Scholarship

2001
Honorary Board of Regents and the Board of Directors of the National Society of Collegiate Scholars Award 

2000

GE Fund Star Scholarship, General Electric Corporation

Publications (in reverse chronological order)
PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES (N = 16)

Witte, T.K., Timmons, K.A., Fink, E., Smith, A.R., & Joiner, T.E.  (in press).  Do major depressive disorder and dysthymic disorder confer differential risk for suicide?  Journal of Affective Disorders.  .  

Smith, A.R., Witte, T.K., Teale, N.E., King, S.L., Bender, T.W., & Joiner, T.E., Jr.  (in press).  Revisiting impulsivity in suicide: Implications for civil liability of third parties.  Behavioral Sciences and the Law.  
Van Orden, K.A., Witte, T.K., James, L.M., Castro, Y., Gordon, K.H., Braithwaite, S.R., Hollar, D.L., & Joiner, T.E., Jr.  (2008).  Suicidal ideation in college students varies across semesters: The mediating role of belongingness. Suicide and Life Threatening Behavior, 38, 427-436.  
Witte, T.K., Merrill, K.A., Stellrecht, N., Bernert, R., Hollar, D., Schatschneider, C., & Joiner, T.E.  (2008).  “Impulsive” youth suicide attempters are not necessarily all that impulsive.  Journal of Affective Disorders, 107, 107-116.   
Holm-Denoma, J.M., Witte, T.K., Gordon, K.H., Herzog, D., Franko, D.L., Fichter, M., Quadfleig, N., & Joiner, T.E., Jr.  (2008).  Deaths by suicide among individuals with anorexia as arbiters between competing explanations of the anorexia-suicide link.  Journal of Affective Disorders.    
Van Orden, K.A., Witte, T.K., Gordon, K.H., Bender, T.W., & Joiner, T.E.  (2008).  Suicidal desire and the capability for suicide: Tests of the interpersonal-psychological theory of suicidal behavior among adults.  Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 76, 72-83.  

Pfaff, J.J., Almeida, O.P, Witte, T.K., Waesche, M.C., & Joiner, Jr., T.E.  (2007).  Relationship between quantity and frequency of alcohol use and indices of suicidal behavior in an elderly Australian sample.  Suicide and Life Threatening Behavior, 37, 616-626.  

Pfaff, J.J., Bernert, R.A., Hollar, D.L., Witte, T.K., Merrill, K.A., Pettit, J.W., Almeida, O.P., & Joiner, Jr., T.E.  (2006).  Birth Month and Depressive and Suicidal Symptoms in an Elderly Australian Sample Born in the Southern or Northern Hemisphere. Psychiatry Research, 144, 217-219.

Witte, T.K., Joiner, Jr., T.E., Brown, G.K., Beck, A.T., Beckman, A., Duberstein, P., & Conwell, Y.  (2006).  Factors of suicide ideation and their relation to clinical and other indicators in older adults.  Journal of Affective Disorders, 94, 165-172.

Mandrusiak, M., Rudd, M.D., Joiner, T.E., Berman, L., Van Orden, K., & Witte, T.K.  (2006).  Warning signs for suicide on the internet: A descriptive study.  Suicide and Life Threatening Behavior, 36, 263-271.
Witte, T.K., Fitzpatrick, K.K., Warren, K.L, Schatschneider, C., & Schmidt, N.B. (2006) Naturalistic Evaluation of Suicidal Ideation: Variability and Relation to Attempt Status.  Behaviour Research and Therapy, 44, 1029-1040.  

Rudd, M.D., Berman, L., Joiner, T.E., Nock, M.K., Silverman, M.M., Mandrusiak, M., Van Orden, K., & Witte, T.K.  (2006).  Warning signs for suicide: Theory, research, and clinical applications.  Suicide and Life Threatening Behavior, 36, 255-262.

Stellrecht, N.E., Gordon, K.H., Van Orden, K., Witte, T.K., Wingate, L.R., Cukrowicz, K.C., Butler, M., Schmidt, N.B., Fitzpatrick, K.K., & Joiner, T.E.  (2006). Clinical applications of the interpersonal-psychological theory of attempted and completed Suicide.  Journal of Clinical Psychology, 62, 211-222.  

Witte, T.K., Fitzpatrick, K.K., Joiner, Jr., T.E., & Schmidt, N.B.  (2005).  Variability in suicidal ideation: A better predictor for past attempt than intensity and duration of ideation?  Journal of Affective Disorders, 88, 131-136.

Fitzpatrick, K.K., Witte, T.K., & Schmidt, N.B.  (2005).  Randomized controlled trial of a brief problem-orientation intervention for suicidal ideation.  Behavior Therapy, 36, 323-333.  

Joiner, Jr., T.E., Conwell, Y., Fitzpatrick, K.K., Witte, T.K., Schmidt, N.B., Berlim, M.T., Fleck, M.P.A., Rudd, M.D. (2005).  Four Studies on How Past and Current Suicidality Relate Even When “Everything but the Kitchen Sink” is Covaried.  Journal of Abnormal Psychology, 114, 291-303.

AUTHORED BOOKS (N = 1)

Joiner, T.E., Jr., Witte, T.K., Van Orden, K.A., & Rudd, M.D.  (in press).  Clinical Work with Suicidal Patients: The Interpersonal-Psychological Theory of Suicidality as a Guide.  Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association.  

INVITED ARTICLES/CHAPTERS IN EDITED BOOKS (N = 4)

Rudd, M.D., Berman, L., Joiner, T.E., Nock, M.K., Silverman, M., Mandrusiak, M., Van Orden, K., & Witte, T.K.  (in press).  Warning signs for suicide: Theory, Research, and Clinical Application.  In A. Shrivastava (Ed.).  International Handbook of Suicidal Behavior.  London: Gaskell Books.  

Duberstein, P. & Witte, T.K..  (in press).  Suicide Risk in Personality Disorders: A Public Health Perspective.  In P.M. Kleespies (ed.).  Evaluating and Managing Behavioral Emergencies: An Evidence-Based Resource for Mental Health Practitioners.  Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.  

Van Orden, K.A., Witte, T.K., Selby, E.A., Bender, T., & Joiner, T.E.  (2008).  Suicidal behavior in youth.  In J.R.A. Abela & B.L. Hankin (Eds.).  Depression in Children and Adolescents: Causes, Treatment, and Prevention.  New York: Guilford.

Witte, T.K., Van Orden, K.A., & Joiner, Jr., T.E.  (2006).  Theory-based suicide risk assessment.  Clinician’s Research Digest.    

MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW

Witte, T.K., Gordon, K.H., & Joiner, T.E.  (2007).  Treating paranoid schizophrenia in a graduate student training clinic: The six-point dial of treatment.  Manuscript submitted for publication.      

Van Orden, K.A., Witte, T.K., Cukrowicz, K.C., Selby, E., Braithwaite, S., & Joiner, T.E., Jr.  (2008).  The interpersonal-psychological theory of suicidal behavior.  Manuscript under review.  
MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION

Gordon, K.H., Selby, E., Bender, T., Anestis, M., Braithwaite, S., Witte, T.K., & Joiner, Jr., T.E.  (2007).  The reinforcing properties of self-injury.  Manuscript in preparation. 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS AT CONFERENCES

Witte, T.K., Smith, A., & Joiner, T.E.  (2008, November).  Affective lability as a distal risk factor for the acquired capability for suicide.  Oral presentation presented at the 42nd annual Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapy Convention, Orlando.  
Lee, J.K., Vernig, P.M., Keough, M.E., Rogge, R., Witte, T.K., Vernig, P.M.  (2008, November).  Supercharging research using internet-based data collection methods: Methodological and ethical challenges.  Panel discussion presented at the 42nd annual Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapy Convention, Orlando.  
Gordon, K.H., Witte, T.K., Selby, E.W., Bender, T.W., Braithwaite, S., Anestis, M.A., Van Orden, K.A., & Joiner, T.E.  (2007, November)  The reinforcing properties of self-injury.  Oral presentation presented at the 41st annual Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapy Convention, Philadelphia.  

Franko, D.L., Holm-Denoma, J.M., Witte, T.K., Gordon, K.H., Herzog, D.. Fichter, M., Quadflieg, N., & Joiner, T.E.  (2007, May).  Examining the link between Anorexia Nervosa and Suicide.  Oral presentation presented at the International Conference on Eating Disorders, Baltimore.  
Witte, T.K., Gould, M., Kalafat, J., Munfakh, J.L.H., & Kleinman, M.  (2006, November).  A factor analysis of indicators of suicide risk among suicide hotline callers.  Oral presentation presented at the 57th annual Society for Public Health Education Convention, Boston.  

Witte, T.K., Fitzpatrick, K.K., Warren, K.L., & Schmidt, N.B.  (2005, January).  A sudden decision: Variability in suicidality in multiple, single, and non-suicide attempters.  Oral presentation at the Society for Social Work and Research Convention, Miami

POSTER PRESENTATIONS

Witte, T.K., Timmons, K.A., Fink, E., Smith, A., & Joiner, T.E., Jr.  (2008, November).  Do major depressive disorder and dysthymic disorder confer differential risk for suicide.  Poster presented at the 42nd annual Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapy Convention, Orlando.  
Witte, T.K., & Joiner, T.E.  (2007, November).  Race and gender as moderators of perception of suicide risk.  Poster presented at the 41st annual Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapy Convention, Philadelphia.  
Witte, T.K., Bender, T.W., Gordon, K.H., Van Orden, K.A., & Joiner, Jr., T.E.  (2006, November).  Response style as a mediator of both depressive symptoms and pain tolerance.  Poster presented at the 40th annual Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapy Convention, Chicago.   

Witte, T.K., Fitzpatrick, K.K., Cribbet, M.R., Joiner, Jr., T.E., & Schmidt, N.B.  (2005, November).  Variability in suicidal ideation: A better predictor than intensity or duration of ideation?  Poster presented at the 39th annual Association for the Advancement of Behavior Therapy Convention, Washington, D.C. 

Witte, T.K., Merrill, K.A., Stellrecht, N., Bernert, R., Hollar, D., Schatschneider, C., & Joiner, Jr., T.E.  (2005, November).  “Impulsive” suicide attempters are not all that impulsive.  Poster presented at the 39th annual Association for the Advancement of Behavior Therapy Convention, Washington, D.C.

Van Orden, L.A., Lynam, M.E., Hollar, D., Witte, T.K., & Joiner, Jr., T.E..  (2005, April).  Perceived Burdensomeness as an Indicator of Suicidal Symptoms.  Poster presented at the American Association of Suicidology Convention, Denver.  
Fields, B., Shelby, R.A., Witte, T.K., Golden-Kreutz, D.M., Crespin, T.R., & Andersen, B.A.  (2005, April).  Examining the Maintenance of Cancer-Related PTSD Symptoms: A Study of Neuroticism and Post-Surgery Distress.  Poster presented at the Society of Behavioral Medicine Convention, Boston.

Witte, T.K., Fitzpatrick, K.K., Warren, K.L., & Schmidt, N.B.  (2004, July).  A sudden decision: Variability in suicidality in multiple, single, and non-suicide attempters.  Poster presented at the Society for Chaos Theory Convention, Milwaukee.

Witte, T.K., Fitzpatrick, K.K., Warren, K., & Schmidt, N.B.  (2004, May).  Longitudinal course of suicidal ideation among college-aged youth.  Poster presented at the American Psychological Society Convention, Chicago.

Shelby, R.A., Witte, T.K., Golden-Kreutz, D.M., & Andersen, B.L.  (2004, May).  Anxiety sensitivity: Its relation to psychological symptoms in breast cancer patients.  Poster presented at the American Psychological Society Convention, Chicago.

Clinical Experience

Psychological Trainee, Tallahassee Memorial Hospital Behavioral Health Center, Tallahassee, Florida, 4/07-4/08.  Duties: Inpatient assessments (including neuropsychological, IQ, psychiatric symptoms, and projective assessments) for children, adolescents, and adults.  5 hours per week.  Supervisor: Larry Kubiak, Ph.D.  

Staff Psychotherapist, Florida State University Psychology Clinic, Tallahassee, Florida, 8/05-5/07.  Duties: Outpatient, individual psychotherapy using empirically-supported treatments.  20 hours per week.  Supervisors: Donald Kerr, Ph.D., Thomas Joiner, Jr., Ph.D., & Norman B. Schmidt, Ph.D.

Crisis Monitor, National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, Tallahassee, FL, 3/06-12/06.  Duties: Monitoring crisis calls to various NSPL centers in order to monitor the assessment approach of phone counselors.  3 hours per week.  Supervisor: John Kalafat, Ph.D.

Staff Psychotherapist, Arthur G. Dozier School for Boys, Marianna, FL, 8/05-8/06.  Duties: Inpatient individual and group therapy and assessment for juvenile sexual and criminal offenders.  10 hours per week.  Supervisor: M. Monica Watkins-Clay, Ph.D.

ABA Therapist, 1/03-8/03.  Duties: Use of Applied Behavior Analysis in the treatment of a seven-year-old with Asperger’s disorder.  Received training and participated in monthly case meetings related to the development of behavioral interventions.  Implemented behavior programs targeting enuresis and encopresis as well as other disruptive and externalizing behaviors.  9 hours per week.  Supervisor: Michael Wolf, M.A.

Telephone Counselor, Suicide Prevention Services, Columbus, Ohio, 9/01-6/04.  Duties: Using a crisis intervention model to counsel a wide range of callers, including mentally ill clients, rape victims, and domestic violence victims.  Member of Leadership Council and speaker’s bureau.  Training new volunteers, which included leading a small group, role-playing, and making a presentation about crisis intervention to the large group.  Over 600 hours of service.  Supervisor: Mary Brennan-Hofmann, M.A.

Research Experience

2004-present
Laboratory for the Study of the Psychology and Neurobiology of Mood Disorders, Suicide, and Related Conditions, Graduate Research Fellow, Florida State University, Department of Psychology.  Thomas E. Joiner, Ph.D. Duties: Conducting and assisting with original research specifically focusing on the phenomenology related to the study of suicide.  

2003-2004
Stress and Immunity Breast Cancer Project, Student Research Assistant, The Ohio State University, Department of Psychology.  Barbara Andersen, Ph.D.  Duties: Conducting literary reviews and assisting with creating reports related to the effects of breast cancer on posttraumatic stress symptoms, data management, subject tracking, data analysis using SPSS.

2002-2004
Anxiety and Stress Disorders Clinic, Honors Research, The Ohio State University, Department of Psychology.  Brad Schmidt, Ph.D. and Steven Beck, Ph.D.  Conducted an honor’s research project entitled The Longitudinal Course of Suicidal Ideation in College-Aged Youth.  Duties: Administrative work: data scoring, data entry, data analysis, training of research assistants, developing protocols.  Clinical research work: hypothesis development, literature review, subject running including diagnostic interviewing and explaining consent forms, training in suicide assessment, reading in suicide and crisis intervention, familiarity with measures of mood, suicide, and hopelessness.  Applied for and received $7000 in funding for the project.  Successfully defended thesis February, 2004 to fulfill requirements for graduation with distinction in psychology.

2001-2004
Stress and Health Study, Student Research Assistant, The Ohio State University, Department of Psychiatry.  Dr. Janice Kiecolt-Glaser, Ph.D.

Duties: Trained to perform library research using PsychInfo and Medline. Involved in the training of research assistants. Familiar with multiple measures, including Beck Depression Inventory, Pittsburgh Sleep Quality Index, Life Events List, PANAS, Recent Health Behaviors, NYUL. Involved in numerous research projects, including the Marriage and Health Study; Olfaction, Mood, and Physiological Responses Study; Allergies and Stress Study; Relaxation Study; and Hypnosis Study.  Responsible for entering and checking large volumes of data collected for these research studies.
Teaching Experience

Lab Instructor, Experimental Psychology: Approaches to Behavior, Florida State University, Fall 2005 (1 section).

Lab Instructor, Experimental Psychology: Approaches to Behavior, Florida State University, Spring 2006 (1 section).

Supervisor, Directed Individual Study (undergraduate research), Florida State University, Spring 2006 (2 students).

Supervisor, Directed Individual Study (undergraduate research), Florida State University, Summer 2006 (4 students).

Supervisor, Directed Individual Study (undergraduate research), Florida State University, Fall 2006 (4 students).

Supervisor, Directed Individual Study (undergraduate research), Florida State University, Spring 2007 (3 students).

Guest Lecturer, Clinical and Counseling Psychology, The History of Clinical Psychology, Florida State University, January 2007.

Reviewing Activities

Ad hoc reviewer: Behaviour Research and Therapy

Ad hoc reviewer: Social Science and Medicine 

Reviewer for the Association for Psychological Science Student Caucus Student Grant Competition

Senior Reviewer for the RISE-UP (Research on Socially and Economically Underrepresented Populations) Research Award

Reviewer for the American Psychological Society Student Research Award

Clinical Workshops Attended

WAIS-IV Workshop, Florida Psychological Association, February 2008

Rorschach Workshop, Florida Psychological Association, April 2008

Departmental Service

Research Participation Committee Member 

Professional and Honor Societies

American Psychological Society (student affiliate)

Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapy (student affiliate)

American Psychological Association (student affiliate)

American Psychological Association Division 12 Society for Clinical Psychology (student affiliate)

Florida Psychological Association (student affiliate)

Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society (member)
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