[image: image2.jpg]



1. Most careers in psychology require either a Master’s or Doctoral Degree.  See list of sample occupations on the psychology web site in the undergraduate section.
2. If you plan to attend graduate school immediately after graduation, you may need to apply as early as the fall of your senior year.

3. Three letters of recommendation (occasionally four) from professors are required for admission to graduate school.  

4. The best way to earn strong letters of recommendation and prepare for graduate school is to participate in Directed Individual Study (DIS) as a research assistant in one or more of the department’s research labs.  Also consider conducting an Honor’s Thesis. The amount and type of research experience that is recommended depends on your career goals. 

5. Volunteer work can strengthen your application to graduate school. The type of volunteering that will best prepare you depends on your career goals. For volunteer ideas, see the undergraduate section of the psychology web site, but use your creativity to find others that are relevant to your career goals.

6. Most graduate schools require the GRE exam (similar to SAT). Some schools also require the Psychology GRE. Studying for the GRE is urged. We recommend that you take it 6 months prior to when applications are due in case you need to study and retake it to get a better score. 

7. A 3.0 GPA is the minimum required for admission to graduate school in psychology while a 3.5 or above is generally required for the more competitive programs. 

8. Begin building your application and resume well before the fall of your senior year because graduate school applications often are due almost a year before you start grad school. Thus, DIS and volunteering should start by the beginning of your junior year at the latest.

9. If you are uncertain about what career path you wish to pursue, we recommend taking Careers in Psychology (PSY 2023), a one-hour pass/fail course offered in the fall and spring. 

10. Career and graduate school advisement can be obtained from the Director of Undergraduate Studies, Dr. Barbara Licht. Many other faculty members are happy to provide advisement, particularly in their areas of expertise. When you work in a research lab, the professor and graduate students in the lab are good sources of information on graduate school and careers.

More information on these and other graduate school/career topics can be found on the department web site, www.psy.fsu.edu  under “Undergraduate,” click “Career & Graduate School Planning.”
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DO YOU HAVE A PLAN?


START THINKING OF GRADUATE SCHOOL/CAREER NOW!!








